Big Island
Orientation

Cultural Guidelines

Mark 10:45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but

to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

e AsYouth With A Mission- Kona, we are honored to call the Big Island of
Hawai‘i our home. Some missionaries in the past have represented Jesus
beautifully while others have done so terribly. Today, we have the
privilege to walk in the true aloha of Jesus as well as learn from the
incredible people that also call this island their home.

e We want to help you express your aloha well, and also understand that
many coming to YWAM are not familiar with island culture. Though
Hawai'i is apart of the United States, it has it‘s own distinct language,
history and culture that we can‘t assume we already understand.

e The following guidelines will help you love our people and are land well
as well as represent YWAM and Jesus. Your actions reflect on all of us.

Represent

Enjoy the island, but please observe and respect signs and laws. You
represent Jesus and the UofN which has a long-term relationship with
the island.

e Beaware of your surroundings, especially in groups . It's easy to forget
abut your surroundings and perceived behavior in public. We must be
mindful of our humility and aloha.

e Locals know who we are and they will know you are YWAM



Honor the Land

* Land is sacred here.
o Malama ka ‘aina- take care of the land
o Pick up trash and leaving a place cleaner than you found it. This
speaks volumes to our community

* Leave a place cleaner than you found it
o Always take your trash/rubbish with you when leaving a space

« Kapu means off limits, obey signs.
o Private property is private.
o Condos/hotels are private and off limits esp their pools & hot-tubs,
unless paying
o Do not chase your Instagram shot at the expense of dishonoring
the people of the land and hurting our relationship with the island.
o AHeiauis avery sacred place, that should be left alone.

* Pololu Valley

o Don‘tgoinlarge groups

o No YWAM vans (unless you going to clean)
«  Waipio valley -

o Do not go down. Enjoy lookout from above.

* South Point-
o Nojumping off
* Mauna Kea -
o Serious restrictions on going up - Take this place seriously. Do your
research before going.
m dress appropriately for weather
m DO NOT overload vehicles
m  4x4 needed for summit.
o Sacred place. If praying or worshiping, do so quietly and
respectfully. Do not video yourself doing so



Safety

® Ocean safety -
o Respect the ocean. Even if you are a strong swimmer, be cautious
in where and when you go in.
o Strongriptides can be hard to see from the surface. Swim sideways

if stuck.
o Ifnolocalsin the water, don‘t go., if in doubt don’t go out
o Wana

® Driving
o Obey the law.
o Don't Don‘t Overfill Vehicles or Double on Moped
o Drive with Aloha
o Moped safety - helmet and eye protection

¢ Road Safety
o  Walking alongside roads facing traffic, use crosswalk
o Hitchhiking is illegal

e Sunburn-

o thesun burns brighter here, everyone will know if you were too
cool for sunscreen.

¢ Down-town after dark -
o Can be dangerous downtown after dark
o Don’t walk alone at night
o Ladies please DO NOT go out alone at night, be careful about
jogging at night or early morning.
¢ Campus Access
o Do not scan people in at front gate if you do not know them or
have UofN sticker.
o Do not invite homeless people/strangers onto campus/dorms -
o Monday morning worship and Thursday community meetings are
open to community.



Honoring People- Island Etiquette

We love our neighbors

e Restaurants
o If you go to arestaurant buy something.
o UStipping customs of 20%,
» don’tall share one dessert and try to witness to server ... be
generous

o Don't “take over” cafes, restaurants, and public spaces with large
groups, and inconsiderate volume

o We are here to promote and serve local business, not get the most
out of them

¢ Bless, not blast
o Golow and slow
o Listen, serve, ask questions.
o  Your kindness and humility will speak volumes!
o Finding a way to bless and support a local business will often say
much more than preaching in or in front of a local business.

Mahalo for loving our island with us



